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Family League of Baltimore (Family League) supports House Bill 339 which slowly raises Temporary Cash
Assistance (TCA) to 71% of the Maryland Minimum Living Level, when combined with SNAP benefits, over
the course of 5 years. To be eligible to receive TCA, your income cannot be more than 120% above the
maximum benefit level; if the benefit level is increased, more families living in deep poverty will qualify for
benefits. To continue receiving TCA, your income cannot be more than 140% above the maximum benefit
level. The increase in benefit level through HB 339 will allow families to receive Temporary Cash Assistance
until their incomes are at a higher level.
Baltimore City families participating in Maryland’s Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) program
rely on TCA when other forms of assistance (i.e., Food Supplement Program, WIC, etc.) do not fully meet
their needs. TCA beneficiaries must meet a range of eligibility requirements, including maintaining
employment, cooperating with child support obligations, and complying with various substance abuse
provisions 1. TCA recipients are often employed at very low wages and rely on this income supplement to
pay rent and to buy personal hygiene products and clothes.
TCA has been proven to lift children and families out of poverty, but it is not currently meeting the need. In
Maryland, over 70% of TCA recipients are children. The average adult recipient is an African-American
(74%) woman (91%) in her early 30s, has never been married (80%) but has at least a high school diploma
(67%). 2 Adult recipients are required to be in a work activity while receiving TCA, but once they start
earning income, their TCA benefit is decreased by $0.60 for every $1 earned until the benefit level is zero.
Families leave TCA before they are making a family-sustaining income. Increasing TCA will help parents
transition more smoothly back into the workforce.
As the designated Local Management Board for the City of Baltimore, Family League’s mission is to serve as
an architect of change by promoting data-driven, collaborative initiatives and aligning resources to create
lasting outcomes for children, families and communities. This work is guided by the State’s Child Well-being
Results Areas. We support HB 339 in particular due to its alignment with these result areas by working to
ensure that “Children are Healthy” and “Families are Safe and Economically Stable.” 3 Increasing the TCA
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benefit amount will allow families to have greater financial stability, which can assist in locating work,
moving off of TCA permanently, and building long-term economic security.

For more information contact Matt Quinlan, Public Policy Manager: mquinlan@familyleague.org

